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medical curriculum to give the students more time for this
very important work. He aims especially at further sub-
division of classes and at engaging all the experienced
members of the medical staff in clinical teaching. London
teachers will be stimulated with this account of his steward-

ship by one so capable and devoted as Dr. Allan.

COMFORT IN RAILWAY TRAVELLING.

NOTWITHSTANDING that the facilities of railway travel
are already considerable, perfection is not yet so near but
that we are able to welcome further changes for the better.
Within the last few years arrangements as to sleep, clean-
liness, and regularity of meals, which for trains intended to
cross a continent were simply indispensable, have been
applied with success and acceptaoce, even on our own

shorter lines of communication. Hitherto these advan-

tages have been reserved for one favoured class only. Of

late, however, the forethou ght of the Midland Railway Com-
pany has afforded the many who travel " third " an oppor-
tunity of sharing in the benefits. The result of their latest

experiment, which has provided lavatory accommodation
for third-class compartments, will be watched with general
interest. The present median position of the lavatories,
though it entails the strictest sanitary precautions, is con-
venient for entrance from either division of the compart-
ment. A further boon would be the formation at one or
the other end of a small buffet where tea, coffee, &c., might
be obtained. On long-distance trains this could hardly fail
to pay. Under present conditions a central passage is

needful for the enjoyment of such privileges as these. We
’have before pointed out the disadvantage of through
draught associated with this arrangement, but the system
of closely fitting doors employed in the carriages on the
Midland line suggests the most obvious means by which
his drawback may be prevented.

WHAT IS BEER?

STRANGE as it may appear, the law supplies at present
mo answer to this apparently simple question. What every
’ordinary person understands by beer is certainly an alcoholic
beverage prepared from malt, hops, and water, and in this 
view he is supported by Dr. Johnson. But the use of hops
in brewing is comparatively a modern innovation, and it is I
difficult to see how the name of beer could be denied to a

liquid made by the fermentation of wort. It is true

that the hop not only contributes flavour and aroma
to beer, but also assists in its preservation; but, none

the less, beer before the time of the Tudors contained
:no hop. Then, again, with regard to malt. Other

.grains besides barley yield during germination sugar which
may be fermented, and there appears to be no inherent
reason why barley should possess a monopoly in regard to
brewing. But even this is not all. Sugar may be, and is,
with legal permission, used as a substitute for malt; and
vegetable bitters, such as quassia, can be, and are, sometimes
used in place of, or rather in addition to, hops. We have
tasted a liquid described as beer to which it was admitted
that neither malt nor hops had contributed. It was not a

pleasant beverage to our thinking ; but it is impossible to
assert that it was noxious, and there may be eccentric indi-
viduals who would prefer it to the ordinary produce of Durton-
on-Trent. With such an ambiguity as to the very nature of
the word, it is not surprising that it is at present impossible to
define what constitutes an adulteration of beer. For some

,years past there has been a persistent agitation in favour of
what is called " pure beer "-that is, beer made only from
malt and hops; and it is urged by an influential section of
the community that either the use of sugar, hop substitutes,
and the like should be prohibited, or that the brewer who

made use of them should declare the fact to his customers.
Several arguments are used in support of these contentions.
It is said, not unreasonably, that the employment of cheap
substitutes for malt and hops is unfair to the purchaser, who
thinks he is buying a more expensive article. It is further

alleged, but with very insufficient proof, that ingredients
other than malt and hops are injurious to health ; and,
finally, that the interests of British agriculture require that
malt and hops, and if possible British malt and hops, only
should be used in brewing. The last, the political argu-
ment, lies somewhat out of our province, and is, moreover,
frequently kept in the background, but we can hardly
suppose that the hop-growers and their Parliamentary
supporters who have lately been stating their views before
a House of Commons Committee were entirely impartial
in their objections to foreign hops and hop substitutes.
Whatever view we may take of the question, one practical
difficulty remains for the present insuperable, as far as hops
are concerned. The detection of hop substitutes is un-

certain, while their estimation in the presence of genuine
hop-and some hop is practically always present-is im-
possible. It is evident that before fresh legislation is

attempted stronger evidence must be collected, and in the
meantime greater powers for the suppression of adulteration
will, we trust, have been gained.

TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER BY COLD
BATHS.

M. DEBOVE, in a paper read at the last session of the
Paris Societe M&eacute;dicale des H&ocirc;pitaux on the treatment of
typhoid fever by cold baths, declared that he had not been
convinced by a recent paper of M. Merklen that this
was the best treatment. His own mortality during the
last six years was 11 per cent., or during the last two
years 9’2 per cent. Now M. Merklen estimates the mor-

tality from typhoid in Paris hospitals treated by cold baths
as 9’92 per cent. M. Debove does not prescribe active

medication, but believes in keeping up copious diuresis.
To this end he supplies his typhoid patients with abun-
dance of liquid, and if the quantity of urine passed does not

appear to him sufficient, he "stimulates the zeal" of the
attendants to get the patient to drink more; the total amount
of fluid which should be taken daily ought, he says, to be not
less than five or six quarts. M. Debove, who does not deny
the good effects of baths, suggests that they are probably
due to the increased quantity of urine secreted, which, as
in the case where diuresis is produced by drinking, carries
off the materies morbi from the system. According to
M. Gerin-Rose, who followed M. Debove, still more

successful results may be obtained by carrying out the
following indications: (1) To produce intestinal antisepsis
by means of naphthol and salicylate of bismuth, (2) to
lower the fever by means of very large doses of quinine and
warm baths (at 86&deg; F.), and (3) to keep up the patient’s
strength. Of forty-three patients treated during the last
eighteen months in this way only one died.

CHILD MARRIAGE IN INDIA.

Now that most important matters relating to the internal
political administration of India have been settled, ques-
tions of hardly less consequence connected with social
reform are coming to the front. Among such none pro-
bably deserves to occupy a more prominent position than
that which deals with the marriage law. Most of us are

by this time fairly familiar with at least the more evident
effects produced in Indian family life by this extraordinary
arrangement. Not many of the works contrived by custom
can vie with it in senseless and tyrannical cruelty. Under

present conditions all the duties and cares of married woman-


